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to Our National Wealth---Great Plans of Uncle Sam
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BY FRANK G. CARPENTER,

A Washington, D. C.

1 write to-day of oneo of the blggest
echemes of Uncle patriarch. It
iz a schieme which means the creatlon
of mlllions of farms, and of new soil
which. will feed more than Afty mii-
lons of people, It means the bring-
ing under cultlvation waste land which
contains some of the ricnest earth on
the face of the globe, and the ¢rention
of new real estate wealth which will
aggregate from ten to fifteen billions of
dollars. 1 refer 1o the dralngge of the
ewamps now scattered over the Unlon.
The scientlsis of the government aro
cogaged In surveying them. They have
alreedy plotted something like ten mil-
lon acres and thers are sixty or geven-
ty mililons ¥et to be mapped. They ara
golng over the country with spirlt
levels measuring the hills and hollows
and sounding the depths, Thelr work

Eam,

4 i< go curefully done that the elvil engl-

:

neers can run thelr ennals by a look At

tlte maps, and they really form the
Lnsla of the working plans for the
GWamps.

The swamps of the Atlantic Statesara
under Mr, Frank Sutton; those of the
Central States under My, W, I, Herron,
while the Rocky Mountnins and Pacific
Cunst are respectively managed by Mr,
Eledge Tatum and Mr, T. G, Gerdine.
Each of thesc men hags a large corps
of surveyors, and all visit the various
Bections and work together after fixed
plans.  During the past week 1 have
talked with thesa geographers, and
through my investigutions at the Goo-
Ingleal Survey and In the Agrleuitural
Liépertment am able to give some lden
of what may ba done,
Big Wel Spois in Unele

Yard,

Talk about yvour avres ! of diamonds!
These, wet spots on Uncle Sam's farm
are worth mr.rl,-"LI\un_,nn,v diamond field
In the platdaiient Shuth Afriea, They
contudn thousands:of millions of ensily
avalleble wealth ungd they are scaltored
ell over the Unlon.

First| 161, ‘me el you what they
Amount Lo, The sxperts of the Bovern-
ment have esthmated thelr area at be-

Som'a Hack

Cannl through Dismal Swaip, she

2oL
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":Draiinﬁlmg the S@T@mps;S@m@ Bﬁg\ Schemes Which Will Add

Billions

How ditclhies are cut by stenm dredgzen.

ug partinl reclomwntion,
hes a vallex several lhundred miles

long, and In thit basin there ars some

millions of acres which the govern-
ment geographers have just finlshed
mapping. Great drainage works are

Eolng on there, and these Include some
nf the Dbiggest swamp reclamntion
schemes of the Unlon, A few years ago
that land was worth nothing. A= fast
as lt I8 reclaimed It wlll sell for from
$100 to $1,000 an acre, and some of It
Is already coversd with farms where
nsparagus, celery, tomatoes and pota-
togs are raleed for shipment to SBan
Frunclsco and other parts of the West.
In the Sacramento River they have put
dlkes nhout nn islapd and pumped out
the waler, nnd that island has the
largest asparagus farm of the waorld.
They hnve mnode grent dralns which
‘have redesmed Iands now devoted 1o
colery, and vegatnbies are ralsed which
are shipped from there (o2 the REast
Some millons of dollars have already
heen expended upon that work, nnd now
that the survers have ben completed
the dralnage projects will incrense
maniford.

In talking with the geographers as
to tha Sacramento Valley one of them
told mo that the trouble there was that
man had taken possesslon of the coun-
try ahout a4 thousand years too soon.
For ages past, nature has been bring-
ing down the earth washings from tha
monntains, but she has not, by about
ondé thousand vears, finished her Joh
The silt hos lodged nlong the banks
of the Riversand bullt up theland there
lenving troughs on each slde which the
flopds have turncd into swamps. These
cian be reclalmed, but channels must he
cut, and the nnd so protected thag the
alrenms  will not overflow. Some of
tha islands v have been vedeemerd
it the mouth the rramento will
nd a channel
nted:

An Euplre on the Missiusippi,

About the snme might be sald of the
Lower * Misslssippl  Vallex, 1t is  atill
earth in the making, ‘The Gulf of Mexi-
o, 80 the sclentists tell me, once oXx-
tended more than six hundred nlles
tariher north, and all the Innd of the

of
have Lo be tnken away
sufficiently darge for the river ci

LWween Seveniy-sovon and sove nty- lnr\.-!r-!m Is mnde up of the vich enrih wash-
mlllien  acres, and the nrobability ig|ings brought down by the Sreat river.
that they wil run milllons more. At | They have bullt up the hed of the Gulf
the lowest calewlution they reépresent {and forced the sea back, Morcover,
& country blgpér than Grean l;rlmluilho stréeams have dropped thelr de-
:nd Ireland, and® equal lvo the three poglis elose 1o thoelr banks, and have
-_!ﬂlt-ﬂ of Indlana, [lnols —and Ohto, | thust Eradunlly built troughs on each
They have a goil which le rioher thun | Elde Gf them. 1t is In those vast (roughs
Holland, and their nrea ls ten thned as fohnt we pow find the EWnmps  ‘hoe Mis-
great. Holland Iy now feoding nlmast ' sigslppl ourries maore-stuff Inwo 1ol
#1x milllon peonle and at the sumo ratlo ] eve ¥ oo, 1t comes down londod with
thege 'wett lands hive o potentlal foou | the rich materlals of the uplands
supply | four almost alxiy  mllljone, oy (i the movntrins, and diops a great
ten milans more than (he half ‘ol fpare fof ke ilere. | From the Sta of
wur whale poapulation. | Missanri alone, it is estimnted, rnough
Where the Swnmps Are, | =0l 10 miake a shaft one mile sOUaTn
_And naw take vour map of the United and higher than that of Washingion
Etates aad see whers they arg They'! fitmynt is annually dropped Inte the
BY¢ N0t scatlered over the desert ;,“-,.,_\-' siss)ppd, Within this 'saime perlaod
off from the rallroids nmid the canp- |1l Missauri vareies down a pile of
Yons and valleyvs of the arld West, THey | rea which Is 400 foel high pnd
Ere elnse Lo the eentres of aur |.01,||'.' # o mbEedwlth billlons of tons of
Intloy ad are 1o be found in almost | honil talien from the Stite of [ndi-
t:wary State of the Hva, up-ta-date Eaag, | ana, Hllnols and 1own
,-..!?‘J”‘"! of them' lip near the blg cities. THis | wark nas  been  golng o
others ara surronnded by farms warth | theougliont  the ARGE, and -lh-- 5
a hundred [dolinrs  an Acre and nearly | Wi WEs nre now  Inereased by
all are acces=lble hy wuter and rull to | cultivatlon. They nre carrying
the markeis, the hest elemonts of air sn'l
01 the swamp Jarnd sevanty-two mil- | 9f these nre stored up I thie sweay g
Hon acres I the gren) plains | Indaed, the swninne ntiain the richeag
end AWenty of thirty mitlions ire fou on earth) UThey |
In the Afississinpl deitn Theve for which our farm- |
VARL  fracts (ip 1lie rithernl States)|| i dailn the chem-
Minnesata alor Has something ke gour | 001 comipinles, They are londed wilh[
miilon acres, find Michigan, one-fourh, |
he much more. The Sipte of Mulne has| 77 77 : T T TR
hetween three anil four mllons, Phern Ry ddh T
8.8 vast tract In Nortl Dukota, and ! : TR
\'.’iscun&t{n hus sevepy] mitlons ;l-hl-ﬂ' o
need only to bie dreained to Ly el 1] ]{ th L
thio tarma) 1ite n:rmsll a.. Rver
We look upon 1linais s ouEhly D t D
Bettled,  We knOw it (e :.:-.‘.--1"..;lh.}.l!].} 0 1 s uty
Rreatest corn States and they the i | RS S S |
N o o T p e o ‘r‘rrul [!;?':'JI'-II Nine times in ten w!::nb:hcllwn“&hlﬂh l
MWovertheless, (hat St s R ) stomach and bowels are night. I
two milllon acree of flanded Thnds |hurE CARTER'S LITTLE Ii
rr;!:):hl ht}: redeenied, and which win he LIVER PILLS |
richer than a: naw furmed.  Thape | atly by .
nre_altogother, In the Fant, '-#l\'(‘hlrufn. ‘f,:l.fhf,ﬂ[ﬂ'gf:m )
Flates, everyione of which hus morg da its dut ?
than & million acres of swimpe, wnd | Cures Ce !
, there are twelve athers each of which | stipation,
Jhasia guarter of a milllén Lo one_mi -1 Indiges- '
lon acres that dould be ensily drsined, | gone 4 |
i The Snernmento Valley, | Sicl.: o '[
e average min of the East (hinks | sl T
bt Callfornia ns Arld rather thup wot | - eadache, and Distross after Eating.
. \He) Xnows that,n wrent pirl of Itijs Small Fill, Small Dose, Small Pricg

“rrigated, and he iooks upon muel; of |
i 1
Nevertheless, thi smm[

Lag a desert.
ag ' gome of the rich

5 edl EwRmplanun
f1ho world, The

cramentn  Iiver,

Ha

i Whleh runs through the middie of i1,

ENUine meu

Bignature

| |

Inrs, 'Thers are anore than 1.200 miles
af levens along (the Mizslssippl alone,
[ Ehe [ Yazan basin ) st unbirokon ke,
nd (there f= o gpreatl dam aeoend the |
hikinlaf the St, Francls. The govern- 1]
ment, national and Htate, hns spent
00,000 swithin the last ge ptlon |

| ways of the

phosphates and lime, the latter com-
Ing largely from the shells of minute
vrustaceans, Including ¢rabs and craw-
fish, which llve in the swamps, and, d¥-
ing, have their shells there in Suech
auantities that they huve permennted
the mud with phasphate of lme. ‘This
rieh stuff Is found {n all of the swamps,
and there are great quantitles of It in
the delta of the Mississippl.

T the Deltn,

And what a mighty delta the Misals-
sippl hes! It is one of the greatest on
errth. You oould lose that of the Nlle
within it and its lands would make a
sccond Egypt. It Is bigger than Lhe
della of the Ganges. | IL Is many miles|
wlie and Is ns long a8 from New York |
to Cleveland. The swamps in It c-unl-|
prise altogether over twenty milllon!
icres, and they are 2o rleh thut gnpy
forty acres would mnake n good farm.
The lower part of the delta has mil-
Hons of acres which wil ralse sugst and
rice,  North of them nre milllons that
conld he devoted to cotton, and ::'l“l[
farther north are millions fitted for
corn,  Wo all know what Hollnnd has!
done by diking the sandhills of the
North Sea. This land might be diked
the same way, but it would be walling
in hotheds, rather than sand.

The government geographers have
riready made topographic maps of a
great part of the lower Mississippl,
They have gone over Lhe Ewilmps on
fout, on horseback and In boats, and
have charted [t sectlon by sectlon, I
have hefore me, as I write, one of
thelr maps. whleh covers an area per-
hinpa the elze of a township in o levee
distriet of the Stite of Louislana, It
iz ahout the #lzo of a man's pockel-
handkerehief, nnd it I5 peppered with
flgures. each one of which shaws the
helght of land or depth of water on the |
spot whieh B marks, 1t gives every |
Atream, nnd the character of cvery
hill aind hollow. The bnyous are drawn
toa s o, and the whole marshy dis- |
triet fs shown In sueh a way thnt a
eivil engineer could mnko working
plans for Ils dralnnge. Tt 15 this sort
of work that is heing done throughout
the Mississippl delta to L it for pri-
vate drainnge enterprizes, or for the
time when the Stutes or Lthe national
zovernment may adopt z=ome plan to
reclalm the Innds

ALl for I'nele

And just here | would
draining of the swamp
United States should be
af Unele Sam, ndeed, (1 will need to
he o controlled hefore the work ean
he dane for the good of the country,

Snm. b
say that the
Innds of the
in the hands

As it Is now, 05 per eent. of those
lapds are In the hands of  private
piarties,  They wern rellnquished by
the genernl government 1o the Stntos
ahout ifty years a on the under-
sianding  that the ites woulid  fne
augurate works to recinling them. Tha
Stateg sold them out to individuals on
the same understanding, and RS A re-

#ilt tens of thourands and millions of
aerey pagsed away from the EOvern=
ment for & (#w cenls por acre

Anfl now it I8 found that
Is necessarily a natlonal
ithis ter of the
wamps Aot

the waork
one.  Tako
lower Mississippl,
a5 great reservolra
rogulnte the fiaw of thoe river.
come filled nt the times of
g and peen out gradually into
main vlirrent 1f the swamps are

off the wator must be all thrown
back Inte the main channoel, and his
Wil ate ralsing the levees o1
Hikes now along hath sides
ufl the nelppd and, ather rivers,
and which lave cost the government
und the Htiles tend of millons of dol-

w

enge the waters of the Missigsippl,
And the swamps will have to be han-
died carefully 1o Kkeep thoe ecages In-

Litet
Mareaver, no Etate will allow o s'ster
Srate to aladn s surplus ool wialers
nto 2 own territory: mnd the fa
i1

kiek agdlnst retelving
rofrom thelr

W nelphibiors, Th
nf the

It tmpossible except through Co-nper-
ation and natio supervision. 1t is
an Interstate and patlonal question, 1

notold by Benator > ands that he
trodited of this matier in s new
faor the

nauement of thié wnter-
tlomn,

The bMggest nsparogus furm in ihe workd, Sucrnmento Valley, Cal,

bonds would be mecured by the lands
rodoomed nud all the faorms bo subject
to tho mesossmont for ocarrying on the
work. Tho bonds wore lssucd at 8 per
oont,, and the banke uad agrood to
tnkn them, when for somo reason’ or
other the bill was held up In tho Legls-
lnture and thoe work stopped. Thare
aro othor schemos which are golng on
In other Btutos, and In Florida n large
amonnt of land les heon dralned by
various companies, and eapeciaily by
the Disstons, who have taken  the
water from hundreds of thousande of
Florlidn and the Everglnden.

And this brings me to the overglades.

acras,
The whole of Florlda ie o great bed
of coranl, upon the upper part of which
a densc vogolntion has grown, forming
the lands which now muke the wintor
garden and fruft pateh of the BEastern
Unlted States. Lowor Florlda la large-
Iy n swamp, and thore are so many
swamp lands =cattered over tho whole
Btato that It has more marshes and
morasses than any other part of tho
Unlon,

It has altogether almost one-fourth
of the swumpa of the whole country,
thelr aren amounting to something
ltkke Lwenty mllllon acres, or to aboul
as much as the whole Biluate! of Bouth
Carollnn, . Some of theso lands lle
along tho cousts and on the rlvers. A
part of them contaln great Inkes Jlko
Olechobee, which measurcs three-
nquarters of o m'lllon acres and more,
The BEverglades, which are almost soild
swamp, arc nt the goulh. They have n
tim of mangrove trees and other vege-
tatlon which seperate them from Lhe
sea, and it is'said that If this rlm
ls cut nnd canals are made tha traet

can be drained. I am told, however,
that thore is somo question as to the
prospective voalue of the lund when
it 's onte redeamed. Some of the
sclentists say thot 1L Incks mineral
matter, and that it 18  altogother
humus. They aay it would not hold

the rnll.n!'nll, and would hecome as dry

'of Bawdust after belpg dralned, As 1o

Lthie, it I5 elaimed that irrigation could
be glven by Lake Okecholice; athers
asgert thal thls soll 1s rich In ferti-
lzing materialy. The Disalon dradnoge

scheme was, ns T understond {t, just
north of the Bverglades., It resulted

In the piertlnl redemptlon of
tract of land. hut to not as
was originally planned,
The Grent Irtsmal Swomp.
Golng north fram Floridn, thore are
vasl tracts along our South Atlanile
States which hove beepn mapped, and
which might he redeemed, South Caro-
I'na hae'n large nren of swamns, and
the same Is Lrue of North Carolinn and
Virginia. ©n the eastern horder of the
latter two States Is the great Dismal
Swamp, which alone eontalns morne
than 160,000 scres.  The swamp hegins
n Httle south of Naorfolk, Va., and ex-
tends southward across the bhoundnry
Into North Carolina. The grester part

n largo
much as

of it Is still. covered with treas, al-

e though seme of It has been drolned

that end. In the Yagzoo masin a com- leal Survey had prepared the maps | and devoted to trucking. Al ono end
piny had heen organized and plans | which gave the basls of the worklng | of tha swamp is Drummond  Lake,
reached by the Jerlcho Cannl or ditch.

made to redeem In the neighborhood | plans. The company was so capltallzed | whore 15 also n canal which ' rung
of half a million acres. The Geolog- " and the organization so made that the | through the swamp, conncetlng the
T T e e — -

Wre’s
Furniture, Carpets and

At this store.  There's PROFIT in buying at our dollar-saving prices—there's PLEASURE in making
An added pleasure is our liberal CREDIT POLICY—vou

Dralunge hy Stnten.
Home of Lhe Btited have ttlready an-
thorlzed the dralnnge of the Hwamps,

and nome ha

. prohlems which conrront
the dralnngd proposition. and make

= Kranted concessions to

Chesapenke Bay with Albemario Sound.

This canal was, I think, medo by the
original Dismal Swamp Company, which
ware  orgnnized by Georgo Waoshing-
ton, who holleved ‘that the BWAmp
might be dratned, Tt will thus be scen
that the fathor of our country wag
really the father of the reclamation

und conservatlon policles of the pros-
ent,

This Dismal Swamp and the grent
marsh lands which lle adfacent to It
woud be very profitable It they should
be Teclalmed. They are closn to the
water roules Lo Boston and New York,
and would be o winter vegetnble gar-
den for those elties nnd olhor parts of
Lthe north.

Swamp Landa of the Narth,

The swamp lands of the North are of
enormous extent and they are holng
Teclnlmen In many of the Bilnles, Somn
of the richest lands of northern Ohlo
ware once under water. They are now
covered with orchards and farms anqd
are worlh a hundred dollars nnd up-
ward per acre.  Wisconsln, which hus
enough swamps Lo drown the state of
Conncetlcut or Nood Lhe whole Island
of Porto Rico, has putches nf soll Te-
clelmed from the swamp which pro-
duce twenty tons of cabbages to the
nore. Hiinole. has wal 2pots fatter
than her fnitest corn felds, and Min-
nesoln Is dolng an enormous work In
making dollars grow on her wet landa,

The great lracl which belonged (o
the Chippown Ind'ans, I¥ing In tha
northern part of that stala hordercil
by the Rainy River and T.ake of thn
Wonds, has hoen recently surveyed hy
the government geographers, and Lhelr
maps oullining the noesibic canals and
dltches now e hefore me.  In pres
paring thom' the keoapraphers had to
mnke thelr wny aover flonting hogs
and tra®*sl by launch, eanoe, on foot
#nd on horsehack faor hindreds  af
miles.  Aveh of thelr work: was dons
In the winter, when tho AWAMPH worn
frozen, and they earrled the shaek In

which they Nved along on o sled. They.
found

farmers llving on some of thn
I¥lands of that grent swamp and gras-
Ing dalry eattle there, The butter

eollil only he golten out In Donig or
aver (he lee, and yet [t brought savepril
tenis ahove | the market price
shipped (o Now Yurk,

Twa Dollars and Upsyward Per Acore.

AS to the cost of Lheae mreal ro-
clnmation schemes, the FeorRraphern
estlmate that thore of Minnesota wiulil
range all the *way from Th-cents Lo
¥ per aere, and it Iy snfo to eay that
there are many million neres in difrer-
ont parte of the enuntry which could
bho dralned for $2. whils others miuht
tar mueh ns $90 PeE acro or more,
Much of the dralning ran he done by
gravity, and some,  as in the tido
marshes, will be controlled by flood-
gatea and dikes. In other places thera
whi have to be great mumping stntions,
und In others, ax Iy Hollhrd, the windg-
milly will ald In the work As L0 Lhiy,
I'muy write In the future
(Copyright, 1011, by Frank

ter.)
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your selections from our mammoth stock.
buy what you want to-day and pay what you want cach week at

Profit and Pleasure in Purchasing Your

““The Store That Saves You Money”’

ugs

$2 4 Buys this Box Seat
- Diner. A8LED

ASBESTOS

ASBESTOS

BURNER J  BURNER

FLAME PLATE FLAME ‘PLATE

AANARRUNEARN
against the aven hottom, thence down-
wiard, leaving the oven three inches
from the bottom. This provitles a
uniform heat for baking nol abtainable
in others,

NEW METIHOD GAS RANGLES
are casy Lo keep clean, and are the
most durable ranges made,  They

THE NEW METHOD OVEN
is copstructed on scientific principles
and is entirely different from any
other.  The steel oven burners are
placed at each side below the flame
plates (sce illustration), which carry
the Mames toward an opening in the
centre where the heat passes upward

New Method

range on the market.
combined.

and guaranteed for Ave years.

broil,

bake,
scorching. Cook quickly and will not
heat up the house, thus making an

toast or

ideal summer cooker.
ous styles at various prices.

Gas Ranges

Save one-quarter of your gas bills.
Their use insures perfect cooking, per-
fect satisfaction and perfect safety.
Are years in advance of any other gas
More and het-
ter improvements than all the others
The patented steel burn-
ers are finished in porcelain enamel

fry  without

Made in vari-
With or

value, exactly as illustrated.
Full quarter-sawed oak, highly
polished, with genuine leather-
covered seat. A [ortunate pur-
chase cnables us to offer our
patrons a limited number of
these chairs at this price.

Gibson Refrigerators

Keeps the Cold in and the
Heat QOut!

Sanitary  and  conveniontly
arranged interior. Double lin-
ing of mineral wool and char-
coal between outer and inner
walls provides perfect insulation
and extremely economical con-
sumption of ice. A [leature of
these refrigerators is the con-
stant circulation of cold, dry
air, maintain at all times by
means of a system of vents.
Gibson Refrigerators are built
for long life, of selected hard-
wood, and finished in a superior

manner. We arg sole apents
without  elevated oven. Demon- | in this city, and carry a com-
strated daily at this store. Don't fail | plete line at prices from $5.95
to sce it!

upward,

i»
New Mattings
Our own importations in J(‘I‘[’h’ll]l’.‘ﬁc and China
Mattings.  Neat and attractive patterns in all the
lareat designs at prices from 1235¢'a vard unward!
Jap Matting Rugs

9x12 Good Quality Matting, ......52.69

for Parlor or Library

Crex Rug

9x12, hgured Lorder .. .
%12, plain

sign.  Actually worlh $85.00.

This Beautiful 3-Plece Set

$59.50

We Are Offering Special Values This Week in

Buy

Now
Pay
Later




